
Our changing climate has wide ranging impacts in New York: increased risk of floods and drought, rising 

sea levels, and storm surge are just a few. Communities and decision makers at every level of 

government need specific recommendations for where and under what circumstances to 

use particular adaptation strategies.  

Decision makers lack easy access to the array of guidance documents and relevant datasets and need 

more explicit concrete recommendations, tied to places on the ground, to prepare and respond to the im-

pacts of climate change. 

A Map Tool for Climate-Smart Decision Making 

To help natural resource managers make climate smart deci-

sions to sustain natural resources, The Nature Conservancy in 

New York has developed  the Natural Resource Navigator, 

an on‐line, spatial, interactive decision support map 

tool. 

By synthesizing spatial data on resource conditions, non‐climate 

threats, climate change exposure and sensitivity, the tool pro-

vides a structured process  for managers to select the most ap-

propriate climate adaptation options for a particular area or tar-

get. The Natural Resource Navigator:  

 Enables users to view, interact with, and export a compre-

hensive database of the latest terrestrial and fresh-

water spatial data and analyses through interactive maps 

and graphics. 

 Guides users through an interactive decision support tool that will help them use the spatial 

data to determine where to work and what to do. 

 Delivers resources tailored to the output of the Map Tool for implementing natural resource 

adaptation. 

 Provides high quality graphic maps as well as documentation of the decision process and results 

for internal planning and outreach communications by a variety of users.  

 

Charting a Smart Future for a Changing Climate 



Developed by The Nature Conservancy. Made possible by a generous grant 

from the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority, as 

well as support from private donors.  

Credits: © The Nature Conservancy; Screen shots from the Natural Resource Navigator Map Tool.  

Learn more about the Natural Resource Navigator and access the Map Tool at: 

naturalresourcenavigator.org 

Questions?  Contact Becky Shirer (rshirer@tnc.org or 518.690.7848) or Kristin France 

(kfrance@tnc.org or 845.554.3404).  

____________________________________________________________________ 

Who Can Use the Natural Resource Navigator? 

This free, web-based tool is especially useful for natural resource decision‐making by: 

 State and federal agencies 

 Municipal planners  

 Floodplain and forest managers 

 Land trusts 

 Watershed groups 

 Other not‐for‐profit organizations  

In addition, land use and land use change can significantly contrib-

ute to climate change. Decision makers who are causing land use changes can use the Navigator with 

an eye towards climate change and minimizing impacts.  

 

Discover More  

Two features — the Habitat Explorer and the Species Explorer — help users summarize and inter-

pret the data in the map layers of the Natural Resource Navigator. 

 

 Habitat Explorer:  Generates custom summaries of stream and forest 

data for condition,  threat, sensitivity, and exposure. These are then used 

to map recommended conservation  objectives. 

  

 Species Explorer: Summarizes multiple suitable habitat models to gener-

ate a list of species potentially present within a defined unit. Includes 

climate vulnerability and future habitat data for some species. Users can 

download a tabular summary for  the state, print custom species lists, 

and view habitat maps. 

 


